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  Newsletter November 2011  

Rural Poverty in Battambang, Cambodia  

 

Although Cambodia is a country rich in natural resources it remains one of the 

worldôs poorest nations, in part the legacy of decades of war, internal conflict 
and corruption. An additional legacy of war is the huge amount of unexploded 

ordinance which contributes to ongoing maiming and injury of the nationôs rural 
poor. In 2008 alleviating poverty became the Cambodian governmentôs highest 
priority according to its Millennium Development Goals. The Poverty Reduction 

Strategy has had some impact but the poverty rate remains extremely high. The 
United Nations Human Development Indices ranks Cambodia 139th of 187 coun-

tries.   
Landlessness, illiteracy, low skill, poor infrastructure and lack of opportunity 
have left almost 40% of Battambang Province with a daily income of under $1.  

 

Our commitment is to enable  

poor rural Cambodians to lift  
themselves out of poverty  

Report and photos by Dr. Eng Samnang  
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Cambodia Poverty Rates by Provinces (2011)  
 

The World Food Program has 

reported that Cambodiaôs 

poorest are mostly living in 

remote villages close to the 

border with Thailand and the 

Lao People's Democratic Re-

public in the north.  

 According to the NIS, more 

than 80% of Cambodians live 

in rural areas. 90% of these 

depend for their livelihood on 

small - scale agriculture using 

traditional methods  

  

The area where CFS works in Battambang Province  
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Flooding ðKamrieng District  

Drought ðKamrieng District  

In recent years the climate in 

Kamrieng district  (Battambang 
Province) where CFS works has 

alternated between drought and 
flooding, as illustrated in these 
pictures .  Either situation hits 

poor people the hardest, exacer-
bating their poverty.  
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These photographs illustrate typical 

family situations in  the districts close 
to the Cambodian Thai border where 

CFSA operates.  

Physically handicapped parents, often 

victims of landmines, find it difficult to 
provide for their families.  
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Children are expected to help feed the 

family.  In these situations children, 
especially girls, are most vulnerable.  

Often they do not attend school, los-
ing opportunities to better themselves 

through education.  

Cambodia Family Support (CFS) works to help the vulnerable rural 

poor through increasing the capacity of government, community 
and school to identify and respond to those who are in extreme 

need.  
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1.  CFS holds workshops for local government authorities and teachers to 

increase their knowledge and give them tools to better respond to 
needs of constituents, students and their families.  

 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2.  CFS helps local authorities to inform village parents and children 
about the potential risks of human trafficking and how to find help.  
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3.  CFS cooperates with village leaders to identify family emergency 

situations and respond by direct action and referral to other services.    
 

 
CFS initially provides food and basic utensils to the most needy families.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
4.  CFS helps develop sustainable livelihood initiatives for the poor.  This  

provides families with an alternative to the lure of risky income such 
as that offered by traffickers. Each family assistance package is devel-
oped following in -depth assessment of the familyôs needs and capacity 

with CFS guidance and seed money. Examples of well - tried ventures 
are demonstrated in photos below and on the next page.  

A  young woman, pictured above, in desperation planned to cross the border ille-

gally to find a job in Thailand.  CFS through its reporting network found out and 
contacted her.  CFS organized for her to attend vocational training run by another 

NGO (KnK -Battambang) in Battambang city.  

Creating a pond and raising fish  



Page 8 

 CAMBODIA FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2011  

 

In September CFS was given 4 young 

cows by a local NGO, Childrens Resource 
Development Association.  The cows 

were passed along to 4 needy families.  

Raising ducks for meat and eggs  

Tending a vegetable market garden or growing crops such as corn and beans  

Selling food from a small stall  Raising pigs  
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Bunheang is a poor 38 year old woman with 4 children.  Three years ago her hus-

band deserted the family to marry another woman.  Her husband, a soldier, had 
abused her for many years before he finally left.  The family had lived on an army 

base in Rattanak Mondul District, but when her husband abandoned them they had 
to leave the army base and were homeless.  
 

Bunheang and her children were offered 
temporary housing in the homes of sympa-

thetic villagers. This required that the fam-
ily move often. They had no money,  the 
children were unable to attend school and 

were illiterate. Bunheang was able to earn 
occasional pennies by washing clothes, 

cooking or working in the fields. The older 
children would care for the youngest.  

 

Bunheang 

came to CFS 
attention when 

she was living 
in a shack with 
her children 

and tending 
fields. The 

children were 
malnourished 
and anemic. 

CFS staff met her family and gave them emer-
gency food relief.  The children were provided with 

school uniforms and enrolled in school.  
 
Dr. Samnang approached the Commune Chief and 

a small concession of land was provided for Bun-
heangôs use (20 x 30 metres). CFS then had a 

small house built for the family (below). Bunheang 
now has a fish - farm Recently she was given a cow 
that willhopefully produce calves which are sale-

able.  
Although 

this lady 
has further 
to go she 

is happy 
and the 

family are 
proud and 
content to 

be self -
sufficient.  

STORY 1  


